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earthly bonds. No aspect of human desire or function is
overlooked here. The excellence which is sought must be
realised through individual as well as social activities.
This is seen even in the conception of the values which every
individual must seek.^Man fulfils himself not "by seeking
the spirit alone, but by a realisation of the values of earthly
and spiritual good. Kama, artha, dharma, and mokska,
are the goods which Indian thought postulates/I This
four-fold classification is itself evidence that the economic
and political as well as the hedonistic elements of human
character are equally recognised. A broad-based acceptance
of all the demands of life gave Indian religious outlook its
termendous vitality. It is this vitality which has enabled
it to withstand the shock of time and change and the chal-
lenge of new ways of thought.

//Fundamentally, therefore, it is philosophy which has
determined Indian culture in all its various manifestations.
The wide variety of the country, not only in her geography
but also in her tribes and languages, customs and beliefs,
political organisations and stages of culture, prepared
the mind for an acceptance of difference and the search
for unity in the midst of diversity. It was the peculiar
glory of the Aryan invaders who came to this land that they
could formulate a philosophical expression for this accept-
ance. The result has been that, in spite of the most baffling
differences in form, there is a unity, a continuity and strang-
est of all a unanimity in Indian thought which astonishes
not only foreign observers but Indian students as well,* *

Indian philosophy has never confined to the intellect
alone, but has taken up in its orbit the search for a new way
of life. Indian philosophy is therefore essentially practical.
Though this may have circumscribed the limits of its specu-
lative adventure, it has helped In the integration of Indian
life into a unity which recognises all differences as so many
manifestations of the one reality. Neither entirely worldly
nor exclusively other-wordly, it helped both to justify